
Senior College 
Planning Night

Fall 2023 | Class of 2024

Madison High School



Counselors & Student Services
Student Last Name           School Counselor Email
A-Chak T.J. Anderson tanderson@fcps.edu 
Chal-Fis Brandy Buckley blbuckley@fcps.edu
Fit-Jok Nick LaLone nclalone@fcps.edu 
Jol-Ma Mallory Bacalis mkbacalis@fcps.edu 
Mc-Peo Erin Kennedy eekennedy@fcps.edu
Pep-Stef Ashley Anderson abanderson@fcps.edu
Steg-Z Alice Whitener alwhitener@fcps.edu 

Joelle Shin (only grades 9-11 with last names Hem-Lee) jhshin@fcps.edu

ELL Students & CSS Students (counselor assigned by your senior’s last name as listed above)

Director of Student Services, Tim Buckley tcbuckley@fcps.edu
Administrative Assistant/Registrar, Vianmarie Milan vmilan@fcps.edu
Transcript Assistant, Linda Geary lkgeary@fcps.edu 
College & Career Specialist, Lynn Otto lmotto@fcps.edu 
Assessment Coach, Jen Frate jlfrate@fcps.edu 
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Senior Year Upcoming Dates & Deadlines

September 5 :        Parent/Guardian Information Form

      Student Self-Evaluation Form (and resume)

September 6: Register to take the school day SAT 

October 11: SAT @ JMHS during the school day, only seniors who have registered

October 15: FCPS College Fair @ Eagle Bank Arena, 4:00pm-7:00pm

October 16 & 17 : FCPS Post-Secondary Nights, 5:00pm-8:00pm

June 4 : Graduation at DAR Constitution Hall, 10am

https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/academics/student-testing/sat-information
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/academics/student-testing/sat-information


Counselor Conferences

● Counselor Lessons on September 5 or 7 during 
Advisory/Warhawk Time 1 

● Counselors will be meeting with students one-on-one during 
Government classes last two weeks of September

○ Students without a Government class at JMHS should 
reach out to schedule an appointment.

 



Application Lab Coming Soon 
(App Lab)

★ APP LAB is the opportunity for seniors to 
ask questions about their college 
applications, essays, etc. 

★ Designated space and time to work on 
college applications

★ Counselors available to work with you

★ Begins on September 13, WT 1 & 2



Post-Secondary Planning Options

College:  Four-Year  and Two-Year College or University

Career:  Employment, Specialized Training

Military:  Enlistment, ROTC

Gap Year:  Experiential Learning/Travel

Apprenticeship:  Specialize in a trade or skill

Adult Education:  Certificate programs and courses

Opportunities advertised throughout the year.



College 
Admission 

Options



Organization is KEY
● Use the JMHS College 

Planning Checklist 
(available on the JMHS 
website and Schoology) 
to make sure you 
complete all the 
necessary tasks to 
successfully submit 
your college 
applications.

https://classroom.google.com/c/NDAxODc0MzA2Nzda?cjc=plgvegd
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests
https://lms.fcps.edu/course/6825809870/materials?f=737699274
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Building 
the 

College List



Criteria to Consider

60%

Are celebrated 
at noon

Happiness:  Apply to colleges you are excited about

Size:  Small, medium, large, does it have a graduate school or 
hospital, do students stay on campus all four years

Location:  Urban, rural, suburban, how far is it from home, weather

Rigor:  Will you feel appropriately challenged

Social:  Does the vibe of the college excite you, will you enjoy the 
social offerings and activities, such as, sports, clubs, organizations

Support:  Does the college have what you’re looking for in terms of 
academic support, financial support, career support, wellness & 
health support, etc.



Use Naviance to Research Colleges
  Naviance is an FCPS tool students use to explore and prepare for post-secondary college and career plans.

60%

Are celebrated 
at noon

www.fcps.edu/naviance 

https://www.fcps.edu/naviance
http://www.fcps.edu/naviance


Use Naviance to Research Colleges | Scattergrams

60%

Are celebrated 
at noon

www.fcps.edu/naviance 

Naviance > Colleges > Scattergrams

● Naviance has college data specific to 
Madison HS.

● Scattergram data is only based on GPA 
and SAT (if applicable).

● TWO years of data shown.
● GPA listed is the final, senior year GPA.

There’s MUCH more that goes into 
college admission decisions.

https://www.fcps.edu/naviance
http://www.fcps.edu/naviance


Use Naviance to Think About Potential Majors

60%

Are celebrated 
at noon

www.fcps.edu/naviance 

AchieveWorks Intelligences | AchieveWorks Learning and Productivity | AchieveWorks Personality | 
AchieveWorks Skills | Career Cluster Finder | Career Interest Profiler | Strengths Explorer

https://www.fcps.edu/naviance
http://www.fcps.edu/naviance


College Visits 
at

Madison



College Visits to Madison www.fcps.edu/naviance 

● Students access the 
schedule & “Register Now” 
in Naviance. Parents have 
“view only” access. ONLY 
students will see the 
option to “Register Now.”

● Visits are for students only. 
Teacher permission required at 
least 24 hours in advance of a 
visit. Students responsible for 
missed assignments.

● Check college websites for virtual 
and on-campus options provided 
by colleges.

http://www.fcps.edu/naviance
https://www.fcps.edu/naviance


Quick Guide HERE

https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/sites/default/files/media/inline-files/JMHS-College-Quick-Guide-23-24.pdf
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College
Application

Components



Quick Guide HERE

https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/sites/default/files/media/inline-files/JMHS-College-Quick-Guide-23-24.pdf


College
Application
Platforms



College Application Platforms

Institution specific applications, such as 
Georgetown University or the University of 

California system.

https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.commonapp.org/
http://coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
http://coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/


College Essays 
and 

Activities Record



College Essays

Determine if the college wants: 

❖ A personal statement?
❖ Short answer responses to a few different prompts? 
❖ A main essay and one shorter essay?
❖ No essays? 

(How do you know? Always check the college’s website.)



Examples of Essay Resources

Available on the 
JMHS website here

https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/college-and-career-center/college-career-exploration
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/college-and-career-center/college-career-exploration
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/college-and-career-center/college-career-exploration


The College Essay

These slides are from Junior 
Night Part II, March 2023 
and available here.

https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/sites/default/files/media/inline-files/Junior-Night-Part-II-March-2023-Slides.pdf


Activities Record

★ Students often overlook this section in their focus on 
their essay, but this is an important section in telling 
your story.

★ For each activity included, reflect on what you have 
learned, how you contributed, or how the activity 
helped in your development.

★ How to Write a Successful Common App Activities 
List by College Essay Guy

https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/guide-college-activities-list-common-app-example-application
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/guide-college-activities-list-common-app-example-application


Service Learning Hours Quick Guide HERE

https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/sites/default/files/media/inline-files/JMHS-College-Quick-Guide-23-24.pdf


High School
Transcript



Sending the High School Transcript
1 2 3

Submit the FCPS 
Consent for 
Release of 
Student Records 
Form to the 
Counseling 
Office.

Fill out the 
Transcript 
Request Form 
completely.

Submit your 
completed forms to 
Mrs. Geary by email 
or in person in the 
Counseling Office 
by the deadline 
date.

JMHS must have a request on file for each and every 
college to which students apply, even if the college 

requires students to self-report courses and grades. 

https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requestsedia/inline-files/Consent%20of%20Release%20of%20Student%20Records_2.pdf
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requestsedia/inline-files/Consent%20of%20Release%20of%20Student%20Records_2.pdf
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requestsedia/inline-files/Consent%20of%20Release%20of%20Student%20Records_2.pdf
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requestsedia/inline-files/Consent%20of%20Release%20of%20Student%20Records_2.pdf
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requestsedia/inline-files/Consent%20of%20Release%20of%20Student%20Records_2.pdf
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/sites/default/files/media/inline-files/Transcript-Deadlines-2023-2024_0.pdf
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/sites/default/files/media/inline-files/Transcript-Deadlines-2023-2024_0.pdf


Unofficial High School Transcript
Note:  All students have access to their unofficial transcript:
● StudentVue (or ParentVue) > Course History > Unofficial Transcript

● You may also request an unofficial transcript from your counselor or 
Mrs. Geary (lkgeary@fcps.edu)



Transcript Request Form

❖ Provide all requested 
information on the form 
including student and parent 
signatures.

❖ Submit completed form to 
Mrs. Geary (JMHS Transcript 
Specialist) in person or by 
email.

❖ Allow at least 30 days for 
processing.

❖ Available on the JMHS website 
in the transcript section

https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requestst-requests


Transcript Request Form

❖ List all college 
applications on the form, 
adding additional pages 
as needed.

❖ JMHS must have a 
request on file for each 
and every college to 
which students apply, 
even if the college 
requires students to 
self-report courses and 
grades. 



Important Transcript Information



Q:  How do I know if JMHS received my transcript request? 
A:  Look in Naviance > Colleges > Manage Transcripts

https://www.fcps.edu/naviance


Letters of 
Recommendation



RECOMMENDATIONS
Student determines need for recommendations (either 
teacher or counselor); some colleges do not require 
or read them.

Student should give their recommender(s) at least 
four weeks’ notice.

Student should complete the required form(s)* for 
either a counselor or teacher recommendation. 
(Check with the teacher first; they may have their own 
forms.)

Letters of Recommendation

*Recommendation Forms:
Student Self-Evaluation Form 
(and resume)
Parent Information Form
Teacher Recommendation Form 

https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qoINF4qo5Ls1TV8klOTSLwrpq-Cb218Tx9vcbl3RY6Y/copy
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests


Counselor Letter of Recommendation
The student should provide the counselor with information to assist in writing the letter.

❖ Required - Student Self-Evaluation 
Form. If this document is not 
completed, the counselor will not 
write a recommendation letter on 
behalf of the student. 

❖ Required - Detailed activity 
list/resume. Template here or resume 
info here (must be logged into your 
@fcpsschools.net account

❖ Recommended - The student’s 
parent/guardian should complete the 
Parent/Guardian Information Form. 
Once completed by the 
parent/guardian, this form may be 
emailed to the counselor.

**Both forms are available on the JMHS website in the transcript section**

Please complete and submit the forms to counselor by September 5, 2023.

https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qoINF4qo5Ls1TV8klOTSLwrpq-Cb218Tx9vcbl3RY6Y/copy
https://lms.fcps.edu/course/6825809870/materials?f=737700936
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/transcript-requests


Standardized
Tests



SAT School Day | Wednesday, October 11, 2023 
❖ FCPS will cover the cost of the SAT School Day for any twelfth-grade 

student who wishes to test on Wednesday, October 11, 2023.  

❖ Seniors MUST register by September 6: SAT School Day Intent to 
Participate Form (must use an @fcpsschools.net email account to access 
and complete the form). Students and Parents/Guardians received an email from 
Mrs. Frate on August 11, 2023. 

❖ Scores will NOT be available until after the Nov. 1 Early Decision 
deadline. Students applying ED should consider signing up for a 
Saturday test date on the College Board website.

❖ Additional information on the Madison website here.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIXezANUsfbNG6Y6aeU2AP6ZEF877t9IyK9TzyeQht1Qn8tg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfIXezANUsfbNG6Y6aeU2AP6ZEF877t9IyK9TzyeQht1Qn8tg/viewform
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/academics/student-testing/sat-information


Money for
College



60%

Ae celebrated at 
noon

Quick Guide HERE
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Where to 
Find

Information



Q:  Where do I find forms & information to complete?
A:  JMHS Homepage > Student Services > Transcript Requests



Q:  Where do I find this presentation?
A:  JMHS Homepage > Student Services > Programs & Presentations

Q:  When will my senior get this information?
A:  Counselors will use Advisory for whole group 
instruction and then meet one on one with seniors.

Q:  Where do I find more information?
A:  Schoology Course:  Madison Student Services

This is where we 

will have many, 

many resources for 

ALL post-secondary 

plans!



Q:  Where do I find the College Planning Quick Guide?
A:  JMHS Homepage > Student Services > Transcript Requests

https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/sites/default/files/media/inline-files/JMHS-College-Quick-Guide-23-24.pdf


Thank You
for

Attending!

Madison High School


