
 

What is Deeper Learning at James Madison High School?  
Deeper Learning goes beyond the surface and provides opportunities for ALL learners to collaborate and 
innovate to find meaning and make connections in real-world, relevant, and authentic experiences that 
unlock our individual passions and collective joy.  

Why is Deeper Learning such an important part of our vision? 
Applying interdisciplinary skills  through deeper learning experiences is the focus of the FCPS School 
Board’s Strategic Plan and Focus. The Strategic Plan sets goals for students to participate in meaningful 
learning experiences  that combine essential course content and skills as outlined in the FCPS Portrait of 
a Graduate .  
 
Many colleges and universities require students to engage in interdisciplinary capstone experiences 
that rely on 21st century skills and Deeper Learning competencies. Linked below  are just some of the 
opportunities available, and several of the schools have multiple capstone experiences available to 
students.  

 

             

           
 

College applications are evolving to include opportunities for students to showcase their deeper learning 
experiences  in high school.  Students applying to college in the 2019-20 school year using the Coalition 
Application have an opportunity to provide colleges with a portfolio of learning experiences across the 
contents.  The Common Application is currently piloting a portfolio-based application that includes an 
option for students to upload  performance-based tasks that demonstrate application of core content and 
interdisciplinary skills and a student’s reflection on those experiences. The pilot program with a number 
of universities in the northeast is being studied this year, with possibilities for expansion in future years. 
A number of Virginia institutions are planning to participate in the expanded program.  
 
The Mastery Transcript Consortium is a group of educators, researchers, and high schools across the 
United States working towards  redefining the high school transcript  to reflect the skills and content 
that students develop and acquire through deeper learning experiences. The process of mastery-based 
grading and reporting are aligned with Madison High School’s shift to the 4.0 scale and standards-based 
grading.   
Tony Wagner writes in “ Reinventing High School: Measuring What Matters Most”:   

[The Mastery Transcript] is creating an entirely new way to report the quality of student work and 
their readiness for postsecondary learning—one that is based on real evidence of mastery, rather 
than a grade or time spent in a particular class. The new reporting will indicate the skills and 
knowledge that students have mastered. But it can also include qualities of character that make 
their humanity visible and help admissions officers make better decisions when it comes to an 
applicant’s “fit.”  

https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/strategic-plan
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/strategic-plan
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/portrait-graduate
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/portrait-graduate
https://www.wm.edu/as/physics/undergrad/major/seniorhonors/epadcapstone/index.php
https://registrar.wvu.edu/curriculum-catalog/capstone-courses
https://www.scps.virginia.edu/bachelor-of-interdisciplinary-studies/capstone
https://cas.umw.edu/gis/capstone-requirements/
https://www.jmu.edu/honors/capstone-project.shtml
https://www.radford.edu/content/honors-college/home/current-students/capstones.html
https://livinglearning.richmond.edu/ssir/capstone.html
https://www.wlu.edu/environmental-studies-program/about-the-program/capstones/2018-capstone-projects
https://www.apex.vt.edu/spotlight/capstone-projects/
https://egr.vcu.edu/capstone/
https://www.lynchburg.edu/graduate/comprehensive-examinations-and-capstone-experiences/
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/sites/default/files/product-files/RCA_2019_Pilot_FLYER.pdf
https://mastery.org/
https://mastery.org/reinventing-high-school-measuring-what-matters-most/


 

Research & Resources that Support Deeper Learning 

FCPS Resources  Research Reports 

FCPS Portrait of a Graduate 
 
FCPS Learning Model 
 
FCPS Best Practices for Teaching & Learning 
 
FCPS School Board’s Strategic Plan and Focus 
 

FCPS FCPSOn 

The Deeper Learning Research Series, Jobs for the 
Future, 2015 
 
Does Deeper Learning Improve Student Outcomes? 
American Institute of Research, 2016 
 
From a Nation at Risk to a Nation at Hope, Aspen 
Institute, 2019 
 
A Rich Seam: How New Pedagogies Find Deep 
Learning , Michael Fullan & Maria Langworthy, 2014 
 
The Opportunity Myth, TNTP, 2019 
 

Articles  Books 

Three Studies Show Impact of Deeper Learning , 
American Institute for Research, 2016 
 
What’s Worth Learning in School, David Perkins, 
Harvard Ed Magazine, 2015 
 
Student Centered: How Student Shadowing can 
Transform a Culture National Association of 
Secondary School Principals, 2019 
 

In Search of Deeper Learning, Jal Mehta & Sara 
Fine, 2019 
 
FutureWise , David Perkins, 2014 
 
Creating Cultures of Thinking, Ron Ritchhart, 2015 
 
Making Thinking Visible, Ron Ritchhart, 2011 
 
What Schools Could Be, Ted Dintersmith, 2019 
 
Most Likely to Succeed, Tony Wagner & Ted 
Dintersmith, 2016 
 
Creative Schools, Sir Ken Robinson, 2016 
 
Leaders of Their Own Learning, Ron Berger, 2014 

Media - Youtube Playlists & 
Documentaries 

The Innovation Playlist 
 
Most Likely to Succeed  Documentary 
 
Future Learning 
 
“Puzzle Rush” Podcast 
 

 

 

https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/portrait-graduate
https://www.fcps.edu/node/37505
https://www.fcps.edu/node/32193
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/strategic-plan
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/technology/fcpson
https://jfforg-prod-prime.s3.amazonaws.com/media/documents/FINAL._DeeperLearning-ES-Compilation_Print_0404.pdf
https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/Deeper-Learning-Summary-Updated-August-2016.pdf
http://nationathope.org/
https://www.michaelfullan.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/3897.Rich_Seam_web.pdf
https://www.michaelfullan.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/3897.Rich_Seam_web.pdf
https://educationfoundationsfl.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/TNTP-2018-Report-The-Opportunity-Myth.pdf
https://www.air.org/resource/three-studies-show-impact-deeper-learning
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/ed/15/01/whats-worth-learning-school
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NnkFP5GeHxuiVSYC6mhyr4kpwJLFcgFt
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NnkFP5GeHxuiVSYC6mhyr4kpwJLFcgFt
https://www.amazon.com/Search-Deeper-Learning-Remake-American/dp/0674988396
https://www.amazon.com/Future-Wise-Educating-Children-Changing/dp/1118844084
https://www.amazon.com/Creating-Cultures-Thinking-Transform-Schools/dp/1118974603
https://www.amazon.com/Making-Thinking-Visible-Understanding-Independence/dp/047091551X/ref=asc_df_047091551X/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312425492373&hvpos=1o1&hvnetw=g&hvrand=6328757383798462663&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9008156&hvtargid=pla-436292604876&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/What-School-Could-Be-Inspiration/dp/057850443X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3PODK52X130P0&keywords=what+schools+could+be+by+ted+dintersmith&qid=1568229199&s=books&sprefix=what+scholols+%2Cstripbooks%2C142&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Most-Likely-Succeed-Preparing-Innovation/dp/1501104322/ref=sr_1_3?crid=3PODK52X130P0&keywords=what+schools+could+be+by+ted+dintersmith&qid=1568229235&s=books&sprefix=what+scholols+%2Cstripbooks%2C142&sr=1-3
https://www.amazon.com/Creative-Schools-Grassroots-Revolution-Transforming/dp/0143108069/ref=pd_sbs_14_4/130-9516045-5042048?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=0143108069&pd_rd_r=3d3a6555-9662-4918-b46c-ef4d762b2a68&pd_rd_w=VMgaW&pd_rd_wg=K6J1W&pf_rd_p=d66372fe-68a6-48a3-90ec-41d7f64212be&pf_rd_r=4DXF2T08HHPJJAPVX59H&psc=1&refRID=4DXF2T08HHPJJAPVX59H
https://www.amazon.com/Leaders-Their-Own-Learning-Student-Engaged/dp/1118655443/ref=sr_1_1?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI08mM5qrs5AIVE2KGCh03bAo2EAAYASAAEgIdHPD_BwE&hvadid=241632689930&hvdev=c&hvlocphy=9008156&hvnetw=g&hvpos=1t1&hvqmt=e&hvrand=16962749491968634455&hvtargid=kwd-64377427488&hydadcr=22569_10355200&keywords=leaders+of+their+own+learning&qid=1569426902&s=gateway&sr=8-1
https://teddintersmith.com/innovation-playlist/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JE5XRrfetu4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JE5XRrfetu4
https://youtu.be/qC_T9ePzANg
http://revisionisthistory.com/episodes/31-puzzle-rush

