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Upcoming Events for JMHS/FCPS Students 
Additional information available for students in Schoology > Student Services Updates and in “This Week at Madison”  

Fairfax County Public Schools Annual Gap Year Fair, Register here | Details here 
January 28, 2025 (Snow Date: January 29) | 6:00-8:30 pm 
George C. Marshall High School, 7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA  22043 

●​ FCPS School Counseling Services and Go Overseas invite you to attend the 2025 Gap Year Fair to learn about gap year opportunities. 

Coalition for College:  10 Ways to Make Your Summer Count VIRTUAL Event | Details & Register here 
January 28, 2025 | 8:00-9:00 pm 

●​ Admissions counselors at Babson College, Bucknell University, Davidson College and Southern Methodist University will share impactful ways to 
make the most of your summer with an eye toward strengthening your college application. 

U.S. Service Academy & ROTC Night for Madison, Oakton, Fairfax, Marshall and Woodson High Schools 
February 26, 2025 | 7:00 pm, Fairfax High School, 3501 Lion Run, Fairfax, VA 22030 

●​ Representatives from the U.S. Military Academies and ROTC programs scheduled to attend:  U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army, U.S. Navy & Marine 
Corps, U.S. Merchant Marine, and U.S. Coast Guard, as well as a representative from Congressman Gerry Connolly’s office to talk about the 
nomination process. Each branch will give a brief introduction to the audience and then it is a fair style set up for students and families to speak 
individually with representatives. No registration required.   

Coalition for College:  The Secrets of Financial Aid VIRTUAL Event | Details & Register here, February 25, 2025 | 8:00-9:00 pm 
●​ Admissions and financial aid counselors from Ithaca College, Mount Holyoke College, Northwestern University, and the University of South 

Carolina will break down the basics of financial aid. Learn about key terms, essential forms like the FAFSA, and how the process works so you 
can prepare ahead of time. This session is perfect for those just starting on the college search process who are looking for tips on the best ways 
to make college affordable. Bring your questions and leave feeling confident about the steps you can take now to set yourself up for success.  

Paying for College - The Financial Aid Process for Underclassmen by College Access Fairfax, Spring Dates TBD -  
●​ This program is designed to help current underclassmen (Grades 9-11) and their families understand the financial aid process. Information 

provided includes understanding Cost of Attendance (COA), when to apply, types and sources of financial aid, forms and financial information 
required, and how need is determined. Visit www.collegeaccessfairfax.org for updates 

Northern Virginia Regional College Fair, Details here | Register here, April 9, 2025 | 6:30-8:30 pm | George Mason University, EagleBank Arena 

Madison HS Junior Focus Day, April 4, 2025 | During the School Day  
●​ This program is exclusively for the JMHS Class of 2026 and will be held during the school day at Madison HS. Juniors will be able to choose 

sessions to help them prepare for a variety of post-secondary options. More details will be sent in the Spring! 

Coalition for College:  Cracking the Code:  Financial Aid Offers VIRTUAL Event | Details & Register here, April 8, 2025 | 8:00-9:00 pm 
●​ Admissions and financial aid experts from Reed C, Skidmore C, St. Mary’s College of Maryland, and Washington and Lee Univ will offer 

guidance to help you interpret your financial aid packages, compare costs, and ask the right questions to make the best decision for your future. 

Madison HS College Planning Night, Part II for Juniors and Families VIRTUAL Event, March 27, 2025 | 6:00 pm | VIRTUAL 
●​ JMHS Student Services will present information specific to college preparation, college planning resources, and the college essay. JMHS will 

email students and parents/guardians with the link, closer to the event date. This event will be recorded for later viewing. 

NOVA Vision 2025, Wednesday, April 23, 2025 | Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA), Annandale Campus, 4:00pm-6:00pm 
●​ FCPS and Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA), are offering an opportunity for students with disabilities interested in attending NOVA to 

learn about available options. Details available closer to event date. 

Coalition for College:  What I Wish I Knew About College VIRTUAL Event, May 20, 2025 | 8:00-9:00 pm, Details & Register here 
●​ Students who recently applied to college will share their personal experiences, insights and lessons learned throughout their college application 

process. Whether you’re just starting to think about college or already are deep in your college search, bring along your questions and get 
practical advice from students just like you!  

 
Additional Resources 

●​ Opportunities Preparing for College Guide & Workbook: Topics include:  Choosing the Right College, The College Application Process, Navigating 
Financial Aid and much more, including a map of Virginia colleges and universities! English version | Spanish version 

●​ Standardized Testing (SAT and/or ACT):  It is recommended that juniors take a standardized test in the spring of their junior year. While many colleges 
and universities are test optional (meaning the student can decide if they want to submit test scores), some colleges and universities continue to 
reevaluate their testing policies each year. The best place to locate the most up to date information is on the individual college or university website. 
Fairtest.org has a test optional list, but again, it is best practice to verify the information on the individual college or university websites.  

●​ FCPS Post-Secondary Night Recordings:  The 2024 session recordings are available here. Topics include:  Paying for College, Exploring Naviance 
Student, Considerations for Students with Disabilities in High School versus College, Advanced Placement (AP) and Dual Enrollment (DE) in FCPS, 
Standardized Testing in the College Process, Scholarship 101, NOVA:  The Community College Option, Are you Common App ready?, NOVA:  La 
Opcion del Colegio Comunitario, NOVA Certificates & Workforce Development Programs. 

●​ Level Up Virginia:  Post-Secondary planning website from the State Council of Higher Education for Virginia (SCHEV). 
●​ Naviance:  All FCPS students and parents/guardians have access to Naviance, a college and career planning resource. Scholarship and enrichment 

programs are updated weekly in Naviance by FCPS. 
●​ Schoology:  Students have access to a variety of post-secondary planning resources here in the Student Services Schoology course. 
●​ Tiggbee Career Exploration Series:  Details for students here in Schoology. 
●​ Service Learning Information:  Details for students here in Schoology and on the Madison website here. 
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https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/student-services/college-and-career-center/volunteering-service-learning


Virtual Postsecondary Event Recordings

In October 2024, FCPS students and families had the opportunity to attend 10 
virtual sessions related to postsecondary success. The recordings of the 
sessions are listed below. To access, click the linked below the title of the 

session or enter the URL into your preferred internet browser.

Exploring Naviance Student 
https://youtu.be/UeHle5nX7AI

Standardized Testing in the College 
Process
https://youtu.be/x-FFVVbaAH0

Are you Common App Ready? 
https://youtu.be/gxL7Ki70Xvw

NOVA The Community College Option 
https://youtu.be/P6R7HfiLjlY

NOVA Certificates & Workforce 
Development Programs
https://youtu.be/GOiH9jla7QE

Paying for College 
https://youtu.be/LU5fSRPlD-8

Scholarship 101
https://youtu.be/_SQz3xIb49Q

Considerations for Students with Disabilities in 
High School v College
https://youtu.be/x6oBbqhpj24

Advanced Placement AP, Dual Enrollment DE, 
and International Baccalaureate IB in FCPS 
https://youtu.be/V6iFMXbbehg

NOVA La Opción del Colegio Comunitario 
https://youtu.be/_v6c8tF3G3c

For more information visit: https://bit.ly/fcpspostsecondary

https://youtu.be/UeHle5nX7AIStandardized
https://youtu.be/UeHle5nX7AIStandardized
https://youtu.be/gxL7Ki70XvwNOVA
https://youtu.be/gxL7Ki70XvwNOVA
https://youtu.be/P6R7HfiLjlYNOVA
https://youtu.be/P6R7HfiLjlYNOVA
https://youtu.be/LU5fSRPlD-8Scholarship
https://youtu.be/LU5fSRPlD-8Scholarship
https://youtu.be/V6iFMXbbehgNOVA
https://youtu.be/V6iFMXbbehgNOVA
https://youtu.be/_v6c8tF3G3c
https://bit.ly/fcpspostsecondary
https://youtu.be/_SQz3xIb49Q
https://youtu.be/x6oBbqhpj24
https://youtu.be/x-FFVVbaAH0
https://youtu.be/GOiH9jla7QE


                   JMHS Class of 2024 ~ Top Attending Institutions Where Students Applied (out of 449 colleges)

College Attend Apply Accept Deny Waitlist Defer
1 Northern Virginia Community College VA 47 56 53 0 0 0
2 Virginia Tech VA 46 239 110 23 87 3
3 James Madison University VA 36 244 163 27 47 13
4 University of Virginia-Main Campus VA 35 189 42 108 31 3
5 George Mason University VA 34 180 144 12 17 0
6 Virginia Commonwealth University VA 17 101 94 5 0 0
7 William & Mary VA 10 79 27 31 19 2
8 Christopher Newport University VA 10 55 47 5 2 0
9 Brigham Young University UT 7 10 9 1 0 0
10 Marymount University VA 7 11 11 0 0 0
11 The University of Tennessee-Knoxville TN 6 60 21 11 31 16
12 Rutgers University-New Brunswick NJ 6 16 15 0 0 0
13 University of Colorado Boulder CO 6 33 27 1 2 1
14 Radford University VA 6 20 20 0 0 0
15 Ohio State University-Main Campus OH 5 32 22 8 0 2
16 Pennsylvania State University-Main Campus PA 5 96 56 28 6 2
17 University of Pittsburgh-Pittsburgh Campus PA 5 75 57 5 12 1
18 Northeastern University MA 5 35 18 5 8 6
19 University of Vermont VT 5 27 21 1 5 3
20 American University DC 5 16 13 1 3 0
21 University of Maryland-College Park MD 5 64 27 29 3 0
22 Syracuse University NY 4 21 13 2 4 1
23 East Carolina University NC 4 20 18 2 0 0
24 Elon University NC 4 25 22 0 0 1
25 West Virginia University WV 4 16 16 0 0 0
26 Indiana University-Bloomington IN 3 17 13 1 1 0
27 Purdue University-Main Campus IN 3 30 16 10 1 3
28 University of Mississippi MS 3 15 15 0 0 0
29 Bucknell University PA 3 5 5 0 0 0
30 Temple University PA 3 11 11 0 0 1
31 San Diego State University CA 3 9 9 0 0 0
32 Utah State University UT 3 3 3 0 0 0
33 College of Charleston SC 3 32 25 6 1 4
34 Florida State University FL 3 28 9 16 2 2
35 University of Mary Washington VA 3 29 26 1 2 0
36 University of Georgia GA 3 32 7 17 8 9

This data is student self-reported. Withdrawn data not included. Related information available in Naviance.
Defer = Student applied early to the institution and was deferred to the regular applicant pool.

Institutions with less than two students attending are not listed. 531 students in the Class of 2024.
(over)



                   JMHS Class of 2024 ~ Top Attending Institutions Where Students Applied (out of 449 colleges)
College Attend Apply Accept Deny Waitlist Defer

37 McGill University QC 2 3 2 0 1 0
38 Belmont University TN 2 3 3 0 0 0
39 The University of Alabama AL 2 29 27 1 0 0
40 University of Kentucky KY 2 26 26 0 0 0
41 University of Michigan-Ann Arbor MI 2 34 4 11 10 7
42 University of Notre Dame IN 2 4 3 1 1 0
43 Cornell University NY 2 19 2 15 1 0
44 Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute NY 2 6 5 1 0 0
45 College of the Holy Cross MA 2 2 2 0 0 0
46 University of Arizona AZ 2 17 17 0 0 0
47 University of Southern California CA 2 23 3 17 2 5
48 University of Utah UT 2 6 5 0 0 0
49 University of Virginia's College at Wise VA 2 4 4 0 0 0
50 Old Dominion University VA 2 28 27 1 0 0
51 Duke University NC 2 16 3 11 1 0
52 Georgia Institute of Technology-Main Campus GA 2 18 4 11 1 3
53 University of Lynchburg VA 2 5 5 0 0 0
54 North Carolina State University at Raleigh NC 2 30 14 4 9 8
55 Nova Southeastern University FL 2 3 3 0 0 0
56 Roanoke College VA 2 7 7 0 0 0
57 Tallahassee Community College FL 2 2 2 0 0 0
58 University of Miami FL 2 22 5 5 10 6
59 University of South Carolina-Columbia SC 2 53 27 20 9 9
60 University of South Florida-Main Campus FL 2 7 6 1 0 0
61 Virginia Military Institute VA 2 3 3 0 0 0
62 University of North Carolina Wilmington NC 2 22 10 7 5 2
63 University of Toronto ON 2 2 2 0 0 0

This data is student self-reported. Withdrawn data not included. Related information available in Naviance.
Defer = Student applied early to the institution and was deferred to the regular applicant pool.

Institutions with less than two students attending are not listed. 531 students in the Class of 2024.
1/2025
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Non-Restrictive Application Plans Restrictive Application Plans

Regular Decision
Rolling 

Admission
Early Action (EA)

Early Decision 
(ED)

Restrictive Early 
Action (REA)

For a copy of this flyer, please visit www.nacacnet.org

Students are responsible for determining 
and following restrictions.

Students are not restricted from applying to other institutions and 
have until May 1 to consider their options and confirm enrollment. 

DEFINITION:

Students submit 
an application by a 
specified date and 
receive a decision 
in a clearly stated 

period of time.

COMMITMENT:

 NON-BINDING

DEFINITION:

Institutions review 
applications as they 
are submitted and 
render admission 

decisions 
throughout the 

admission cycle.

COMMITMENT:

 NON-BINDING

DEFINITION:

Students apply 
early and receive 
a decision well in 
advance of the 

institution’s regular 
response date.

COMMITMENT:

 NON-BINDING

DEFINITION:

Students make 
a commitment to 
a first-choice in-
stitution where, if 

admitted they defi-
nitely will enroll and 
withdraw all other 
applications. The 

application deadline 
and decision dead-

line occur early.

COMMITMENT:

BINDING

DEFINITION:

Students apply to 
an institution of 
preference and 

receive a decision 
early. They may 

be restricted from 
applying ED or EA 

or REA to other 
institutions. If 

offered enrollment, 
they have until May 

1 to confirm.

COMMITMENT:

 NON-BINDING

DEFINITIONS OF ADMISSION    
OPTIONS IN HIGHER EDUCATION

WHICH COLLEGE ADMISSION PROCESS BEST SUITS YOU?STUDENTS:
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FINDING SCHOLARSHIPS
SIX GREAT OPTIONS FOR 

Scan the QR code to find scholarships on Going Merry →

1
� $20 billion database of scholarships & aid

� Lots of local scholarships

� Bundled scholarships – one application applies 
you to multiple opportunities

� Apply directly on-site with auto-filled forms

� Filter, favorite, or ignore scholarships

� No ads, plus iOS and Android Apps!

The New, Cool Kid

Going merry by 
earnest

2
� Founded in 1995

� $3 billion in scholarships

� Clean interface with basic filters and favoriting

� Internship & part-time job search 

� iOS and Android Apps

Fastweb
The Veteran

3
� $19 billion in scholarships

� Comment section to get advice from peers

� Quick signup process

� Some ads (sponsored content)

� iOS and Android Apps

Scholarships.com
The Giant

4
� $1 billion in scholarships

� Clean interface with basic filters & favoriting

� Additional student tools to: Research colleges, 
Buy/sell textbooks, Find tutors

Chegg 
Scholarships
The All-arounder

6
� Once you’ve been admitted to college and/or 

decided on a college, check out their financial 
aid page which often has information on  
scholarships available to their students

College WEbsite
The New “Home”

5
� $6 billion in scholarships

� College search and planning tools

� Sweepstakes-style scholarships

College Board 
Big Future

Brought to you by Going Merry by Earnest 

The Planner

https://app.goingmerry.com/sign-up?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=scholarship-website-handout&utm_term=counselor-referral#students
https://app.goingmerry.com/sign-up?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=scholarship-website-handout&utm_term=counselor-referral#students
https://app.goingmerry.com/sign-up?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=scholarship-website-handout&utm_term=counselor-referral#students
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