
Welcome, Opening Remarks & Introductions
       Timothy Buckley, Director of Student Services

Panel Presentation
       Kelly Cardew, Assistant Director of Admissions
                         George Mason University
       Jeannine Lalonde, Associate Dean of Admission
                         University of Virginia
       Rebekah LaPlante, Director of Campus Engagement
                         Radford University
       Stacey Thomas, Regional Assistant Director of Admissions for Recruitment
                         University of Kentucky

~ Agenda ~

College Planning Night 
Class of 2025 
January 9, 2024

James Madison High School 

Madison High School Student Services Department
       Student Last Name              Counselor                            Email
               A-Burt                     T.J. Anderson                  tanderson@fcps.edu
               Bus-Duf                   Brandy Buckley               blbuckley@fcps.edu
               Dug-Hel                    Nicholas LaLone              nclalone@fcps.edu
               Hem-Lee                   Joelle Shin                     jhshin@fcps.edu
               Leh-Mor                   Mallory Bacalis               mkbacalis@fcps.edu
               Mos-Rao                   Erin Kennedy                  eekennedy@fcps.edu
               Rap - Sua                 TBD             
               Sub-Z                      Alice Whitener                alwhitener@fcps.edu
College & Career Specialist        Lynn Otto                      lmotto@fcps.edu
Director of Student Services     Timothy Buckley             tcbuckley@fcps.edu

Grades 9-11



Upcoming Opportunities for JMHS/FCPS Students
(Look for information in “This Week at Madison” about post-secondary events)

Fairfax County Public Schools Annual Gap Year Fair
Tuesday, January 30, 2024 (Snow Date: February 1, Marshall High School)
6:00-8:30 pm
George C. Marshall High School, 7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, VA 22043

This event is for high school students and parents who are interested in learning more about the growing array of gap year
opportunities. The evening will begin with a presentation in the auditorium from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m. Immediately following, the
program fair will be held in the cafeteria from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., with representatives from over 30 programs offering gap
year opportunities. Students and their families are encouraged to meet the representatives and learn about the variety of
experiences available. Register at: usagapyearfairs.org

U.S. Service Academy & ROTC Night for Madison, Oakton, Fairfax, Marshall and Woodson High Schools
Tuesday, February 13, 2024 | Madison High School
7:00 pm
Madison High School, 2500 James Madison Drive, Vienna, VA 22181

Representatives from the U.S. Military Academies and ROTC programs scheduled to attend: U.S. Air Force, U.S. Army,
U.S. Navy & Marine Corps, U.S. Merchant Marine, and U.S. Coast Guard, as well as a representative from Congressman
Gerry Connolly’s office to talk about the nomination process. Each branch will give a brief introduction to the audience and
then it is a fair style set up for students and families to speak individually with representatives. No registration required.

Paying for College - The Financial Aid Process for Underclassmen by College Access Fairfax
Spring Dates TBD - visit www.collegeaccessfairfax.org for updates

This program is designed to help current underclassmen (Grades 9-11) and their families understand the financial aid
process. Information provided includes understanding Cost of Attendance (COA), when to apply, types and sources of
financial aid, forms and financial information required, and how need is determined.

Northern Virginia Regional College Fair
April 10, 2024 @ 6:30-8:30 pm | George Mason University, EagleBank Arena
Registration coming soon: https://events.admissions.gmu.edu/nvrcfstudents

Madison HS Junior Focus Day
Thursday, April 11, 2024 | During the School Day

This program is exclusively for the JMHS Class of 2025 and will be held during the school day at Madison HS. Juniors will
be able to choose sessions to help them prepare for a variety of post-secondary options. More details will be sent in the
Spring!

Madison HS College Planning Night, Part II for Juniors and Families
Thursday, April 11, 2024 @ 7pm | JMHS Auditorium

JMHS Student Services will present information specific to college preparation, college planning resources, and the college
essay. There will also be time for Q&A. JMHS will email students and parents/guardians with details, closer to the event
date.

NOVA Vision 2024
Wednesday, April 17, 2024 | Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA), Annandale Campus
4:00pm-6:00pm

FCPS and Northern Virginia Community College (NOVA), are offering an opportunity for students with disabilities interested
in attending NOVA to learn about available options. The orientation will include presentations from Accommodations and
Accessibility Services and Counseling Services, a mock NOVA classroom experience for students, and a NOVA student
panel with Q&A session.

https://madisonhs.fcps.edu/announcements/week-madison-news-you-choose
http://www.collegeaccessfairfax.org
https://events.admissions.gmu.edu/nvrcfstudents/


Virtual Postsecondary Event Recordings

In October 2023, FCPS students and families had the opportunity to attend 12 
virtual sessions related to postsecondary success. The recordings of the 

sessions are below. To access, click the linked title of the session or enter 
the URL into your preferred internet browser.

Exploring Naviance Student
https://youtu.be/_v0cadEdmIM

Standardized Testing in the College 
Process
https://youtu.be/106WfwZYlIk

Are you Common App Ready? 
https://youtu.be/yd0FwjKOdtk

NOVA The Community College Option 
https://youtu.be/CP0gimU3nms

NOVA Certificates & Workforce 
Development Programs
https://youtu.be/i1SqG3uokfg

NOVA La Opción del Colegio Comunitario 
https://youtu.be/HS6pcdYyXlQ

Paying for College
https://youtu.be/ON1D9AhN55o 

Military 101 
https://youtu.be/ID2POiLdaRU

Parents as Partners in Academic 
and Career Planning
https://youtu.be/4alwKH5V4lM

Scholarship 101
https://youtu.be/BL8tRWfYcfI

Considerations for Students with Disabilities in 
High School v College
https://youtu.be/t0mgbmksB0Common

Advanced Placement AP, Dual Enrollment DE, 
and International Baccalaureate IB in FCPS 
https://youtu.be/XS3XpsXvMqc

For more information visit: https://bit.ly/fcpspostsecondary

https://youtu.be/ON1D9AhN55o
https://youtu.be/ID2POiLdaRU
https://youtu.be/4alwKH5V4lM
https://youtu.be/BL8tRWfYcfI
https://youtu.be/At0mgbmksB0Common
https://youtu.be/XS3XpsXvMqc
https://youtu.be/_v0cadEdmIM
https://youtu.be/_v0cadEdmIM
https://youtu.be/yd0FwjKOdtk
https://youtu.be/CP0gimU3nms
https://youtu.be/HS6pcdYyXlQ
https://youtu.be/i1SqG3uokfg
https://www.fcps.edu/family-resources/college-and-career-planning/college-fair-and-college-night
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OVERVIEW

SAT vs. ACT

(800) 685-6986 | info@compassprep.com



READING AND WRITING/ENGLISH

MATH AND SCIENCE



 202 -202  Optimist International Essay Scholarship Competition

PRINT Name__________________________________________Gender______ 

Address 

City 

State/Province Zip/Postal Code 

Telephone 

E-mail

Parent or Guardian Permission: 

I, , grant the Op mist Club/Interna onal my 
permission to use a picture or video of my son/daughter, for their public rela ons 
purposes. Op mist Club/Interna onal may use the photo or video in any 
publica on they see  
I give my permission for my child/ward to par cipate in this scholarship contest. 

Signature Date / / 

Date of Birth / / Age on Oct 1, 202  
Rela onship ______________________________________________________________ 

Did you enter any other Op mist Club’s Essay Contest this school year?  Yes  No 

Contestant Agreement:

Contestant’s Signature Date / / 

Sponsoring Op mist Club Name 

Sponsoring Op mist Club Number 

Language: English, or if District language is di erent: French or Spanish 

O cial Topic:  

Each contestant must be given this copy of the rules and 
complete the entry form, above. 

Sec on I - General Rules 
1. The Op mist Interna onal Essay Contest is divided into

two levels of compe on: Club (preliminary contest) and 
District (scholarship compe on). The winner of a local
club contest advances to the District Scholarship 
Compe on. 

2. Contestants must enter through a local Op mist Club.

3. Contestants must compose an original essay with limited 
guidance from others. Webster’s Dic onary de nes an 
essay as an analy c or interpre ve literary composi on.
Works of c on or poetry will not be accepted.

4. All District-level contests must have a minimum of three
(3) contestants par cipa ng. 

5. Op mist Interna onal will have the right to edit, publish 
or otherwise duplicate any essay entered into the contest
without payment to the author.

Sec on II - Quali ca ons for Contestants 

The contest is open to contestants under the age of 19 as 
of October 1st of the current Op mist Interna onal 
contest year (October 1 – September 30) and who have 
not yet completed secondary school or its equivalent, 
including CEGEP students in Québec, Canada. There is no 
minimum age. Contestants must enter in the District in 
which they reside. United States contestants a ending 
school on a military installa on outside the U.S. are 
eligible to enter in their last home of record. Contestants 
residing in non-Districted areas where there are no 
Op mist Clubs are not eligible for compe on.

Contestants are eligible for only one Club’s essay contest 
during any given year. (October 1st - September 30th)

No individual having previously won a District Essay 
scholarship will be eligible to compete at any level of the 
compe on again.

All contestants at each level of the contest must provide 
proof of age and iden on in the form of a copy of 
either their birth cer cate or passport before 
par cipa ng. A copy of the Club winner’s document will 
be submi ed to the District contest.

Sec on III - Contest Rules 

Optimist Club of Greater Vienna

16220

lmotto
Typewritten Text



7.

8. No n  an n t ay t at n
t  ont tant a nt oo o un

on o n  O u o D t t. (D on of 5
o nt  o on a  on o n on

G n tua on  S n : 20 o n
6. 
5. 

n  to ont t u  ( d 
in a o o o n

Sec on VI – Penal es 
1.  to t o  to  on t t  page and

at t  to o 1 of t ay: 3 o nt

2.  to n fy tota  nu of o : 5 o nt

3.  to ty o - a  an
n - : 5 t . n on (159.  

  10. 

An ay ou n n En  o t y
n n t n  o  S an  f t  an ua  u

 a t y t  D t t o nt y.

T  nt u t  ta  to t  n t  u
an o n ov  of any ty   not a t . 

4.  to tay t n t  700-800 : 5 o n
fo a  25 o  ov u t. n  E ay

 50 o  ov u fo t on.
Wo  to  ount ua y.

5. S f- n on: 5 o nt  o a on a
on .

Sec on IV – Judging 
1. Ju n o t y a an  of t  qu

ju  o not a qua nt t  t  ont tant .
At t u v  j y  O t .
At t  D t t v  ju u t  non-O t .
( n  of O t u an an u

u .

Sec on VII - Awards 
1. u v – o a a on an /o a
2.  a  to on ta  a  o  to 

$500 nn o t  E ay ont t n a on to
t  o on . T u v  a y 

v n n t  fo of a o n on  o
a u o t y on

HOW TO ENTER: 
Stu nt  to nt  t ou  a o O t n t

a. o t o   un t  E ay ont t o to
to t n  of Janu  Ju n  at t o  v o t
n u nt  a  not a t . 

On ay y not tu n . Sta n  a
not o t  to a ant . T on o u onta t 
t nn . 

N  of a  C : 

2. In an o  to on  t n ty of a  ont tant
a  nt y  anon  an  a n  a nu
y t  E ont a T  a n  nu

a  on t t a  a a  1 of t ay.

3. D t t v  - aqu  an  a 00 o o a
fo  t t- a nn a on: 

A. S o  t ou  t  O t T  t a  t n ta  an ta n y 
t  E ay Cont t . T  ju v n t

ay  n  on y t n  nu .

3. Ju  not u  o o  t
u . 

4. On y ju an a n a n ty o  a o nt .

Sec on V – Scoring of Contest 
1. S o  o  at  v  of t  ont t 

n
2.  O an a on ( o  nt ta on of t

j a n  to to : 30 o n
3. a ty: 15 o n
4. Vo a u  an  Sty  ( a n  an on nu

o nt 

Int na on o a on  n t  Un t  Stat
an an a  t na an n
O t ou a on n na a.

B. S o  a  a  fo  u  on y at a
o  un v o t oo .

A o  on y to t
a on n tu on of t nt o

j t to t  a o  of O t Int na on
D. A o  a n t y O t

Int na ona . 

E. W nn  of an O t Int na on o
t o y t  of 25.

T  ont on ot t n 
a o an  t  o u . T  D t t  t

n aut o an  no a o n . 

Essay and Application Form due January 17, 2024  
to Mrs. Otto (lmotto@fcps.edu, Room 103U,  
or her mailbox in the Main Office) 
**Read the directions carefully as stated in the guidelines. 
If your essay is selected as a winner, a copy of your  
birth certificate and/or passport will be required.  
If selected, you will be expected to attend the  
recognition event in February. 

Optimist Club of Greater Vienna

Dan Irvine, Mike Fitzella
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